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SPOTLIGHT ON THE CODE

Left
Morse code had already been in use for 72 years when this 
photo of a British Army signal exchange in the Battle of the 
Somme was taken, and it would be used on board ships for 
another 83 years

Hands on with 
Morse code

O
Despite loving all things 
digital, Mike admits to 
being a bit of a Luddite, 
vinyl records and all. 



FORGE

A SOPHISTICATED CODE

AUTOMATIC KEYS

Figure 1 
Characters in Morse 
code are represented 
by dots and dashes, 
but it’s much more 
sophisticated than the 
apparently random 
codes might suggest
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Above 
You can practice 
sending Morse code 
using nothing more 
sophisticated than 
an old-fashioned 
Morse key, a battery, 
and an active 
piezoelectric buzzer
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LISTEN TO MORSE CODE Left 
Strings of dots 
can be sent with a 
semi-automatic ‘bug’ 
key, like this 100th-
anniversary edition 
of the Vibroplex, the 

to provide a degree of 
automation

Image: CQDX.ru

Figure 2 
This circuit can be 
used with a side-to-
side key to implement 
an automatic key that 
takes the donkey-work 
out of sending strings 
of dots and dashes
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Above & Below  
If you want to try your 
hand sending Morse 
code with an automatic 
key, we suggest that 
you either build a 
circuit on a breadboard 
or stripboard, or 
write some code on a 
Raspberry Pi Zero
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DECODE MORSE AUTOMATICALLY

Left
Software like 
MultiPSK can decode 
signals on the 
amateur bands, but 
it will still take some 
time to understand 
the abbreviated 
nature of Morse 
code contacts

Below
Most of us don’t own 
shortwave receivers, 
but we can receive 
Morse code on the 
amateur bands using 
the global network 
of WebSDRs

MORSE CODE TODAY


